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chairman of such Committee, and approved
in the manner directed by the Committee on
House Administration.

SEC. 4. REGULATIONS.

Amounts made available under this resolu-
tion shall be expended in accordance with
regulations prescribed by the Committee on
House Administration.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
10.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

——————

MORNING HOUR DEBATE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that during the first ses-
sion of the 109th Congress: One, on leg-
islative days of Monday when the
House convenes pursuant to House Res-
olution 8 the House shall convene 90
minutes earlier than the time other-
wise established by that resolution
solely for the purpose of conducting
morning hour debate; and

Two, on legislative days of Tuesday
when the House convenes pursuant to
House Resolution 8:

(a) before May 16, 2005, the House
shall convene for morning hour debate
90 minutes earlier than the time other-
wise established by that resolution;
and

(b) after May 16, 2005, the House shall
convene for morning hour debate one
hour earlier than the time otherwise
established by that resolution; and

Three, on legislative days of Monday
or Tuesday, when the House convenes
for morning hour debate pursuant to
an order other than House Resolution
8, the House shall resume its session 90
minutes after the time otherwise es-
tablished by that order;

Four, the time for morning hour de-
bate shall be limited to the 30 minutes
allocated to each party, except that on
Tuesdays after May 16, 2005, the time
shall be limited to 26 minutes allocated
to each party and may not continue be-
yond 10 minutes before the hour ap-
pointed for the resumption of the ses-
sion of the House; and

Five, the form of proceeding
morning hour debate shall be as
lows:

(a) the prayer by the Chaplain, the
approval of the Journal and the Pledge
of Allegiance to the flag shall be post-
poned until resumption of the session
of the House;

(b) initial and subsequent recogni-
tions for debate shall alternate be-
tween the parties;

(c) recognition shall be conferred by
the Speaker only pursuant to lists sub-

for
fol-
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mitted by the majority leader and by
the minority leader;

(d) no Member may address the
House for longer than 5 minutes, ex-
cept the majority leader, the minority
leader or the minority whip; and

(e) following morning hour debate,
the Chair shall declare a recess pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I until the
time appointed for the resumption of
the session of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES AND
SUPPORT FOR ASSISTANCE TO
VICTIMS OF EARTHQUAKE AND
TSUNAMIS THAT OCCURRED ON
DECEMBER 26, 2004, IN SOUTH
AND SOUTHEAST ASIA

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I offer a res-
olution (H. Res. 12) expressing condo-
lences and support for assistance to the
victims of the earthquake and
tsunamis that occurred on December
26, 2004, in South and Southeast Asia,
and ask unanimous consent for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 12

Whereas on December 26, 2004, a powerful
earthquake measuring 9.0 on the Richter
Scale occurred off the west coast of Northern
Sumatra, Indonesia;

Whereas the undersea earthquake created
massive tsunamis that struck several coun-
tries throughout South and Southeast Asia,
as well as on the coast of East Africa;

Whereas the giant waves caused death and
destruction on a nearly unprecedented scale,
killing more than 140,000 people and leaving
millions homeless;

Whereas many thousands of people were
killed in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, and
Thailand, and numerous others were Kkilled
in Somalia, Malaysia, Maldives, Bangladesh,
Kenya, Burma, and elsewhere;

Whereas an estimated one-third of the
earthquake and tsunami victims were chil-
dren, and many thousands more have been
left orphaned or separated from their fami-
lies;

Whereas thousands of visitors and tourists
from nearly 40 countries were killed in this
natural disaster;

Whereas between 3,000,000 and 5,000,000 peo-
ple throughout the affected region are lack-
ing basic survival requirements as a result of
the tsunamis and there remains the risk of
numerous additional deaths due to shortages
of clean water, adequate shelter, food, sani-
tation, and basic healthcare;

Whereas the United States and other do-
nors have, to date, pledged an estimated
$2,000,000,000 in emergency and long-term re-
construction assistance; and

Whereas the human cost of this disaster
transcends mere statistics and has resulted
in deeply personal tragedies for countless
families in the region and throughout the
world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—
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(1) mourns the horrific loss of life caused
by the earthquake and tsunamis that oc-
curred on December 26, 2004, in South and
Southeast Asia;

(2) expresses its deep condolences to the
families of the many earthquake and tsu-
nami victims;

(3) applauds the prompt humanitarian re-
sponse to the tsunami tragedy by govern-
ments, the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations;

(4) recognizes the generous outpouring of
support for relief efforts from private citi-
zens around the world, including in the
United States;

(5) affirms its commitment to additional
generous United States support for relief and
long-term reconstruction efforts in areas af-
fected by the earthquake and tsunamis; and

(6) urges continued attention by donors
and relief agencies to the needs of vulnerable
populations in the stricken countries, par-
ticularly the thousands of children who have
been left parentless and homeless by this dis-
aster.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Res. 12, the resolution under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield half
my time to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) and ask unanimous
consent that he may control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of
House Resolution 12 which the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH)
and I introduced earlier today with nu-
merous of our colleagues. It expresses
the deep condolences of the House of
Representatives for the victims of the
massive earthquake and tsunamis that
struck South and Southeast Asia on
December 26, 2004, and affirms our com-
mitment to additional generous sup-
port for relief and reconstruction ef-
forts.

The destruction wrought by this dis-
aster is nearly incomprehensible. The
confirmed death toll is nearly 150,000,
approximately one-third of whom were
children. Those countries that were
hardest hit, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
India and Thailand, each lost many
thousands, and the deadly effects were
felt as far away as the eastern coasts of
Africa. Millions of people are affected
and lack the basic food, water, shelter
and medical care necessary for sur-
vival. But, as the resolution notes, the
human cost of this disaster transcends
mere statistics and has resulted in
deeply personal tragedies for countless
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families in the region and throughout
the world. Our prayers are with the
victims, their families and the many
men and women working tirelessly to
provide critical assistance to those
still at risk.

I am proud of the swiftness and the
magnitude of the relief effort that has
been organized during the past week
and a half. The United States has
stepped forward with an initial com-
mitment of $350 million, and we are
providing crucial transportation and
logistic support for the larger relief ef-
fort. The current total of international
commitment stands at approximately
$2 billion. I fully expect additional re-
sources will be required, and we must
all recognize that reconstruction from
this epic catastrophe will not be a
short-term project.

It is fitting we consider this resolu-
tion on the first day of this new Con-
gress. This effort is the latest instance
in a long American tradition of human-
itarian generosity, and our actions
demonstrate our belief that the earth-
quake and the tsunamis of December 26
were not primarily an Asian tragedy
but a human tragedy. The people of the
United States and all people of good-
will stand in solidarity with the many
victims.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume,
and I rise in strong support of this res-
olution.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE), my good friend and
distinguished colleague, the chairman
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, for sponsoring this critical res-
olution, and I want to express my
thanks to the chairman and ranking
member of our Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific for their outstanding
work on this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I want to extend my
deepest and heartfelt sympathy to the
people of the countries so deeply
stricken by the earthquake, the
tsunamis and their after-effects.

This disaster has taken some 150,000
lives and left millions homeless, sepa-
rated from their families, with no ac-
cess to clean water, shelter, food, sani-
tation or health care.

Mr. Speaker, late in December we all
watched in shock as the news emerged
detailing the horrors from the earth-
quake and tsunami-affected region.
The initial reports of some 14,000 killed
were simply stunning at the time, but
a week later the numbers are 10 times
higher, and with the horrendous death
toll, we find there are countless more
who are missing, including many
American citizens.

The numbers of people killed, miss-
ing, wounded or left homeless are noth-
ing short of overwhelming, and the
mind struggles to grasp that a tragedy
of such dimensions is possible. But the
destruction and the numbers are all
too real, and the needs of the survivors
are real as well.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Our resolution affirms the rock-solid
commitment of the American people
and the government of the United
States for relief and long-term recon-
struction assistance in the areas af-
fected by both the earthquake and the
tsunamis, and it urges continued atten-
tion by all donors to the needs of the
survivors, particularly the most wvul-
nerable population, the children.

Mr. Speaker, every country has the
moral obligation to help the millions
of people affected by the earthquake
and the tsunamis. There is a human
imperative to ensure that the survivors
of this tragedy obtain much-needed hu-
manitarian relief, but we must also
work with the international commu-
nity to help in the long-term recon-
struction of the disaster-stricken coun-
tries, reconstruction efforts which will
be needed for many years to come.

I want to pay particular tribute to
our military for their heroic assistance
in this gigantic humanitarian crisis.
No organization on the face of this
planet could perform the miracles that
our men and women in our military are
doing every minute of every day as this
crisis unfolds.

Mr. Speaker, I find it an outrage that
some of the wealthiest oil-rich States
have pledged only a pittance, even
though since oil prices are at sky-high
levels they have received an enormous
windfall; in the case of Saudi Arabia,
some $50 billion last year, that is
$50,000 million.

Our resolution applauds the prompt
humanitarian response of the United
States, the American people, many of
our friends and allies, international or-
ganizations and relief bodies. We must
continue to support these efforts as
long as they are necessary.

The gentleman from Illinois (Chair-
man HYDE) and I will continue to work
to determine the best way the Congress
and the American people can continue
to help the affected countries over the
long run. It is only fitting, Mr. Speak-
er, that the first legislative act of this
Congress is a truly bipartisan effort to
demonstrate the generosity and the
caring of the American people.
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I firmly hope that this spirit of bipar-
tisanship may spread to some of our
other efforts in the 109th Congress. I
urge all of my colleagues to support H.
Res. 12.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. LEACH).

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
distinguished chairman and distin-
guished ranking member for bringing
this very thoughtful resolution to the
floor.

What the world is witnessing with
this tsunami in the Indian Ocean is a
tragedy of awesome dimensions which
the executive branch of the United
States, the Congress, and the American
people are determined to address in the
most compassionate way possible.
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I stress the word ‘‘compassion’ be-
cause in international affairs today,
the issue of motives is on everybody’s
mind. I would like to make it very
clear that the only motive of the
American people is compassion. There
may be geopolitical spinoffs to any ac-
tions any government at any time
makes or does not make, but this is an
issue of people; and it is the obligation
of the people’s House of the United
States to reflect the heart and soul of
our constituents, and this we are doing
in this resolution.

It is true that this issue is a long way
from home. It is also true that it is ex-
pensive. Beyond that, it is impressive
to me how unprecedented the initial re-
action has been. In less than 2 weeks,
hundreds of millions of dollars of as-
sistance have already been brought to
bear. Indeed, a kind of competitive
compassion has been precipitated in-
volving nation states, international or-
ganizations, nongovernmental organi-
zations, and faith-based institutions.

As the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) mentioned, it is particu-
larly impressive what the TUnited
States military has been able to do in
very short order. It is the institution of
our society that can act the quickest
in the face of every kind of emer-
gencies. Our military has become, in
essence, an instrument of peace in a
way that it was not necessarily de-
signed to be, but which we as the
American people want it to perform.

Finally, let me stress that in addi-
tion to the issue at stake, this is an in-
credibly important time in human his-
tory to attempt to develop models of
concern and action that bring people
together rather than tear them apart.
To the degree that a model of compas-
sion which may or may not be competi-
tive is contrasted with models of accel-
erating hate, we have hope that other
kinds of disasters that may be man-
made instead of nature-made can be
addressed in similar kinds of ways.

This is a beginning, somewhat hor-
tatory resolution of the United States
Congress; but it is meaningful because
it is a commitment. I would simply
like to stress how impressed I am how
every Member of Congress, every con-
stituent that has talked to me, every
member of the executive branch is
committed to doing the utmost we con-
ceivably can.

This is an issue, as the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) men-
tioned, of a human dimension, not any
other kind.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ), a distinguished member of the
Committee on International Relations
and the chairman of the House Demo-
cratic Caucus.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS), the distinguished rank-
ing member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, for his early work
on this, along with the chairman.
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As a cosponsor, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution expressing our
condolences and our support for addi-
tional assistance to the victims of the
natural disasters in South and South-
east Asia. It is hard to find words to ex-
press our sympathy, our condolences,
and for that fact our admiration for
the strength and courage of the people
in the many countries who survived
the devastating earthquakes and
tsunamis only 10 days ago.

I am proud that the United States
has pledged $350 million in aid, bring-
ing the total aid pledged worldwide to
approximately $2 billion; but we will be
called upon to do more.

It is almost impossible to com-
prehend that over 150,000 people died
and that an additional 3 to 5 million
are living without the basic necessities
to survive. Unfortunately, these sur-
vivors now face a new threat from dis-
ease and starvation. Right now, ruined
transportation, infrastructure, and
communication systems are hampering
some aid efforts. The international
community needs to address these seri-
ous problems to ensure aid reaches all
those who need it. We must house, feed,
and protect the people who survived
and help these same people rebuild
their homes, their economies, and their
lives. That is why the United States
and other donor countries have pledged
our involvement now and in the future.
But it is also the individual contribu-
tions of Americans that make the dif-
ference and show our collective com-
passion and understanding.

It is impossible to calculate the num-
ber of people who lost family members
or whose homes, towns, and villages
were destroyed; and I often think about
how would we feel if this catastrophe
happened in our homes, our towns, our
States, or our country. We must also
remember that each person lost was an
individual whose life touched many
others. In New Jersey in my own dis-
trict, we have families from the im-
pacted countries; and I extend my
deepest sympathy to anyone who has
lost a family member or a loved one.

I also want to recognize the gen-
erosity of Americans and private citi-
zens around the world. Just as the
world supported the United States and
the victims of the families of the vic-
tims of the 9/11 attacks, our citizens
have shown their sympathy and com-
mitment to the victims of the tsunami.
In particular, I want to thank our
troops who are on the front lines in the
disaster areas, bringing food, water,
medical assistance, and other relief to
those who need it most.

Finally, even in the midst of our
mourning, I believe that from the ashes
of this tragedy new opportunity will
arise. In Sri Lanka, rebels and the gov-
ernment are working to provide relief
together. In Indonesia, the TUnited
States and the international commu-
nity are all working to provide assist-
ance to those affected by the disaster.
In the United States, we have a great
opportunity to show our empathy and
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our generosity to the world. I believe
we can lead not only in war but in re-
lief, and that we need to be as com-
mitted to fighting disease, famine, and
tragedy as we are to fighting the war
on terror. Then we will win the hearts
and minds of many people in this coun-
try, as well as show America to be the
beacon of light that it is.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON), my learned colleague.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding
me this time and for his kind remarks.

Mr. Speaker, this is a very solemn
occasion on which we meet here to-
night: 150,000 people have perished in
an unforeseen disaster that took place
a little over a week ago. The world has
joined hands to try to help these people
who suffered in Indonesia and the en-
tire region.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
WEXLER) and I are co-chairmen of the
Indonesian Caucus, and we have been
working with people in the Indonesian
Government because they have moved
so rapidly towards democracy and the
things that we believe in in this coun-
try. It is tragic at this moment in his-
tory that they have suffered, along
with Sri Lanka, India, and the rest of
that region, so heavily because of this
horrible tragedy that occurred just a
short time ago. President Bush has re-
sponded. This country has responded to
the tune of $350 million, as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
and the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HYDE) have just recently stated. That
is great. Our military has responded
very rapidly. That is important as well.

But the American people, if I were
able to talk to them tonight, could re-
spond in an equal fashion. If I were al-
lowed, Mr. Speaker, and I know I am
not allowed to speak directly to the
American people, but if I were, I would
say, if they want to make contribu-
tions to help our government help the
people of that region, they could con-
tact and make contributions through
www.usafreedomcorps.gov. I know I
cannot say that because we are not
able to make that kind of a plea from
the well to the American people. But if
I could, I would once again ask them to
make contributions through
www.usafreedomcorps.gov because that
would help augment what the United
States Government is trying to do to
help the people of this region.

As many as 5 million people, as many
as the people in the whole State of In-
diana, could adversely be affected if
they do not get the resources necessary
to help with the potential health prob-
lems and the infrastructure problems
that occur over there. We want to
make sure that the world tragedy that
has occurred in that region does not
get any worse, and the best way to do
that is to make sure the resources they
need get there as quickly as possible.

We are doing our part as a govern-
ment, but the American people and the
rest of the people could help as well if
they choose to do so.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues, the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) and the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE), for bringing this
resolution forward tonight, along with
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).
We really appreciate what our govern-
ment and the President is trying to do.
The President has appointed former
President Bush and President Clinton
to head up an effort to raise additional
resources. We appreciate that, and we
urge the American people to help as
well in any way that they can.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE), an indefati-
gable fighter on behalf of suffering peo-
ple across the globe.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let me add my great apprecia-
tion to the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Chairman HYDE),
and the gentleman from Iowa (Mr.
LEACH) for recognizing the need for
this Congress on the very day of our
swearing-in ceremonies to offer to the
people of the world our deepest sym-
pathy, and also our ability to be able
to understand a horrific tragedy that is
unspeakable.

We note 140,000 who may have died by
the tsunami, but it may be growing,
150,000, 160,000. As I listened to the re-
marks being made by the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE), I noted as we
have worked together on these issues
that more than one-third are children,
and how we can all recall the day of 9/
11 when it came to our attention in
New York that so many children had
been left behind because of the tragedy
and death of their parents.

Now not only do we have children
that have died, but we have children
that are left behind. So I say to those
in Indonesia and Sri Lanka, Thailand
and India, Somalia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Bangladesh, Kenya, Burma,
and many other places, that we recog-
nize that no words can comfort you for
this tragedy.

But out of this enormous tragedy I
believe that the world can now take its
rightful place as a healer, as a place
where there is caring, there is nur-
turing. And so for the $350 million, al-
though many of us recognize that the
initial response was not what we want-
ed it to be, today we come in celebra-
tion and acknowledgment of the lead-
ership that has been given by this Na-
tion. We are grateful for the $350 mil-
lion; but more importantly, I am grate-
ful for the words of the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HASTERT) that we will do
more.

I think it is also important to state
for the record $2 billion around the
world has been promised. That shows
that the world can work together for
peace for humanitarian causes. Might I
also say in a special note and special
prerogative that I would like to con-
gratulate those in the city of Houston
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and acknowledge the work that was
done by that city.

On December 27, 2004, over 75 persons
joined in a very small room in my Fed-
eral building and organized a Houston’s
Solution For Tsunami Victims. The
representatives were from the council
offices of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, the
Council Office of Thailand, Pakistan,
India and the Vietnam community and
others.
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What we wanted to do is not to be
selfish and to separate ourselves but we
wanted to have the Houston mark on
this terrible tragedy. And so to my col-
leagues, the City of Houston is orga-
nizing as a city. Some of our ideas will
be, of course, to adopt cities in those
regions to be part of the long-term re-
build of schools and hospitals and as
well to provide medical supplies and
other dollars to be part of the larger ef-
fort. My hat is off to that effort. In
fact, our first event will be this Sun-
day, January 9, in Houston, Texas.

Might I close by saying this is what
can be done all over the Nation and I
know it is being done. I will also ask
my colleagues to join me in supporting
legislation that I am filing, a resolu-
tion on temporary protective status of
those individuals in this country whose
documentation may be expiring and
therefore are not able to go back to
these devastated countries will be al-
lowed to stay here until their nations
are rebuilt. I look forward to working
with my colleagues on this important
effort.

I thank the leaders who have put for-
ward this resolution. They are vision-
aries but most importantly they are
humanitarians. I am glad today this
Congress is standing up to be called not
just a Congress but people who care,
who believe in the world family.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California
(Mr. ROHRABACHER).

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of this resolution. I
would like to express my appreciation
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HYDE) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) again leading,
being the moral leaders of this body
concerning issues of human rights and
humanitarian concerns. I appreciate
their leadership. I am a very grateful
follower. I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) for his
leadership on this issue as well.

This resolution does express our con-
dolences to the people of Asia and East
Africa devastated by this incredible
tsunami which on December 26 hit this
region and has cost at least 140,000
lives. It is a staggering number of lives.
It is hard to comprehend how many
people have lost loved ones and are suf-
fering. In this time of need, the world
has responded in a manner unprece-
dented in its size and scope to a catas-
trophe that is unprecedented. Between
private and public donations, the relief
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effort so far has totaled over $3 billion.
The distorted characterization of a
confused United Nations official not-
withstanding, America can be espe-
cially proud that in this time of need
our people and our government have
stepped forward. In addition to govern-
ment aid, which sometimes people
overseas only recognize the govern-
ment aid, a significant amount of dona-
tions have come from charitable orga-
nizations and private donations in
which our people voluntarily give out
of a loveness in their heart and a con-
cern for humanity. As we speak, finan-
cial and material donations, private
sector as well as public, continue to be
pledged.

However, all the relief does not di-
minish the anguish and personal pain
of so many tens of thousands, hundreds
of thousands of people who have lost
loved ones. And to those people, you
have the prayers of the American peo-
ple and our hearts are with you. Every
day there are new stories of a family
having lost both mother and father or
parents who have lost their children.
Communities have been demolished
and the hard work in piecing these peo-
ple’s lives together will take many,
many years.

The people of the United States stand
with these people who are in need and
who have been affected by this horrible
tragedy. Incidentally, many of those
who have been suffering from this nat-
ural disaster are Muslims. I would hope
that these people in the Islamic world
understand that America is stepping
forward with generosity to help these
people not because they are Muslims or
whatever their faith is but because we
care about them as human beings. We
hope that they put that in perspective
when they are trying to analyze what
the United States is all about.

Compounding this tragedy, of course,
is an economic issue that we need to
discuss as well and that is the lapse of
a 30-year-old WTO agreement for man-
ufactured apparel. This would not even
come up and people would not under-
stand it had it not been for the tsu-
nami. A critical part of Sri Lanka’s
and Thailand’s as well as Indonesia’s
economy deals with producing this ap-
parel. With the ending of this agree-
ment, of the quota system for apparel,
we can expect that China will benefit
dramatically even though China has
not suffered from this natural disaster.
It will benefit and $2.5 billion of trade
will be taken from Sri Lanka alone, for
example.

I think in light of this tsunami trag-
edy and the current labor practices in
China that an extension of this agree-
ment is not only in the best interests
of our friends in Thailand and Sri
Lanka but for all countries who believe
in standards of labor and human rights
practices. I would suggest that we go
back to those quotas as of January 1
and postpone the elimination of the
quotas for 2 years in order to help
those countries that are now suffering.

I would also like to recognize the
people of Thailand and the royal fam-
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ily of Thailand who have cared for
thousands of refugees and people over
the years from Burma, Laos, Cambodia
and Vietnam. For over 30 years they
have taken in refugees and so gener-
ously cared for them. Now they are in
need of help and it is up to us to help
the people of Thailand. Our relief ef-
forts and our donations go with a great
deal of understanding that the Thais
have themselves been generous and it
is our time to be generous to them. Re-
lief workers are now struggling to re-
unite families and find loved ones that
are dead and their remains brought
back to the family. As they do, the
people of Thailand are going to be suf-
fering. We know that. I know those
people. Let us keep them in mind and
their suffering in mind. As we move
forward, let us do ourselves proud by
doing what is right and that is what is
happening throughout America and the
free world today.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE).

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, let me
also thank the chairman and the rank-
ing member for putting forth House
Resolution 12, of which I am a cospon-
sor, which I do think is very significant
in light of what we have witnessed in
the aftermath of the tsunami over the
last 10 days.

I want to say, first of all, that this
resolution as we know talks about a
number of things that we need to do
and that to some extent we have al-
ready done. One is to provide humani-
tarian assistance. I know the President
has pledged $350 million, which may
seem like a lot, but I frankly think
that we probably will end up needing
significantly more in terms of humani-
tarian assistance. In addition to that,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) mentioned long-term recon-
struction, development assistance be-
cause we must remember that many of
the people no longer have a means of
livelihood, fishermen who no longer
have their fishing boats, farmers whose
land may be salted and have no longer
the ability to farm. We have to think
in terms of long-term reconstruction
and development aid.

And finally what I call the early
warning system. There has been a lot
of discussion and I think there is a
need to expand the tsunami early
warning system that exists in the Pa-
cific not only to the Indian Ocean but
also possibly to the Atlantic Ocean and
throughout the world. We know that
this can be done fairly inexpensively.
We are talking about maybe 5 to $10
million for the Atlantic, maybe $20
million at the most for the Indian
Ocean. I think this has to be part of
our effort to make sure that this event
never occurs again.

I just also wanted to say I was, of
course, disappointed with the early
stages of the President’s response, but
when he said that he wanted now to
provide all appropriate assistance, I
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certainly take him at his word and I
appreciate the fact that now we are
moving forward. He has not only pro-
vided a public element with the $350
million but sent his brother and Sec-
retary of State Powell overseas and
now we have the private element with
the two former Presidents that are in-
volved. We should be very happy with
the fact that more private American
assistance has been pledged than even
the $350 million in government assist-
ance that the President has promised. I
know that at some point we may have
to do an appropriations bill, perhaps an
emergency appropriations bill to re-
plenish the assistance that has already
been out there, and I certainly know
that over the next few weeks that the
chairman and the ranking member and
the members of the Appropriations
Committee will be looking at that. I
think it is very important.

The last thing that I did want to
mention is the fact that in my district,
as many of my colleagues have men-
tioned, we have a large number of In-
dian Americans, Sri Lankan Ameri-
cans, South Asians from many of the
countries that have been impacted. It
is amazing to see the outpouring from
these communities and from the public
in general in terms of providing money,
providing clothing, providing medical
supplies. The outpouring that we have
seen I think is really a symbol and a
reality of what Americans are all about
from all walks of life.

Again I want to thank my colleagues
for putting this resolution together
and the other commitments that I ex-
pect will be forthcoming over the next
few weeks.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. FERGUSON).

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the chairman and thank the
gentleman from California as well for
bringing this resolution to the floor. As
a mark of respect for the victims of the
Indian Ocean earthquake and the re-
sulting tsunamis, I rise today in strong
support of this resolution, as a cospon-
sor of this resolution, to honor the vic-
tims and to show my support for the
humanitarian aid that our country is
helping to provide with our partners
from around the world. My prayers go
out to the victims and their families
who have been struck by this horrific
tragedy, in particular, the large Asian
and Indian community that resides in
my district and, in fact, in all of our
State of New Jersey.

Currently the estimated death toll is
more than 140,000, in some cases over
150,000 people in South and Southeast
Asia and East Africa. Between 3 and 5
million people throughout the affected
region are lacking basic survival re-
quirements, access to clean water, ade-
quate shelter, food, sanitation and
health care. Contaminated water
sources in the affected countries have
increased the risk of cholera, dysentery
and malaria. Approximately 500,000
people have been displaced in Indo-
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nesia; more than 889,000 are displaced
in Sri Lanka; 3.5 million people are af-
fected in India; and more than 10,000
are injured in Thailand. In addition,
between 15,000 and 30,000 may be af-
fected in Somalia; 12,000 are displaced
in Malaysia; and approximately 12,000
are displaced and 300,000 affected in the
Maldives. These numbers are astound-
ing. We must continue to do all that we
can to help the millions who have been
affected by this disaster. I strongly
support all efforts by our country and
the many others that are helping to
meet the call for financial and vol-
untary relief. In fact, it is my hope to
travel to the affected areas very soon
to help do my part in seeing that the
relief effort under way is a success.

Further, I would like to recognize the
strong support of the American people.
They have heeded the call to help their
neighbors across the globe with a dedi-
cation and a determination that is an
embodiment of our American spirit. We
have banded together as a Nation and
have continued our longstanding tradi-
tion of donating our considerable re-
sources to our fellow men and women
around the world. Again, let me thank
Chairman HYDE and Ranking Member
LANTOS for bringing this important
resolution to the floor. I am proud to
be a cosponsor.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 2 minutes to my good
friend, the distinguished gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from California
for yielding me this time. I also want
to commend him and the chairman of
the committee, my colleague from Illi-
nois, and all of those who have spoken.
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion. I also want to commend the peo-
ple of my district and people through-
out America who have risen to the oc-
casion.

I noted with pride on New Year’s Eve
African-American churches in my dis-
trict who had turned their traditional
watch meeting night into an appeal for
the people who have been affected. I
took great pride in Chinatown in my
district a few days ago when my Chi-
nese constituents, Chinese Americans,
were organizing relief efforts to send
money and medical aid. I also took
great pride when my Tamilian friends
from Sri Lanka came to express the
support that they not only were seek-
ing but were also giving. This is a tre-
mendous effort on the part of not only
organized governments but organized
citizens throughout America. I am
pleased to be a part of it. Again I com-
mend Chairman HYDE, Ranking Mem-
ber LANTOS and all of those who have
spearheaded this resolution.
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE).

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman for yielding me this time.

I rise in support of this resolution. I
think we all watched in shock at the
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devastation caused by the December 26
earthquake and the subsequent tsu-
nami. I led a delegation to Gujarat in
2001 to assess the damage after the
earthquake that shook India, and that
devastation, that tragedy, was inde-
scribable. And after that quake, the
world community pulled together, as
did the people of India, including In-
dian Americans, to address the human-
itarian disaster. But the quake there in
magnitude was less than this quake.
This quake was 9.0. And the effect has
been such that the death toll today is
over 150,000.

As we have heard on the floor, mil-
lions have been left homeless. Indeed
the images of death and destruction
that we have seen on television are so-
bering. It is difficult to comprehend
the extent of the damage because the
devastation stretches across 5,000 miles
and 12 countries. It stretches across
geographical and cultural and religious
lines.

As is often the case in extreme dis-
aster, we also see the best in the
human spirit. There has been an out-
pouring of support across our country
from both individuals and from busi-
nesses. Members from the Los Angeles
County Fire Department’s disaster re-
sponse team have been dispatched to
Sri Lanka. Niagara Water Company of
Irvine, California, has donated 55,000
gallons of water.

The actions taken by the United
States Government speak louder than
any statement can. Not surprisingly,
first on the scene was the TUnited
States military. An aircraft carrier
task force was immediately diverted
from Hong Kong to the Gulf of Thai-
land, and a Marine Expeditionary
Force from Guam was dispatched to
the Bay of Bengal. No other organiza-
tion in the world can tackle the
logistical challenge of getting these
types of assets on location to assist the
people in need. As a matter of fact, the
local governor in Aceh said that the
U.S. Navy helicopters appeared to him
like ‘“‘angels,” in his words, as they ar-
rived to deliver supplies to those peo-
ple in need.

Through this challenge we see oppor-
tunities for the United States to make
a lasting impression in South and in
Southeast Asia. Cooperation between
the U.S. and India is expanding like
never before. The U.S. regional com-
mand center for this unprecedented re-
lief operation has been established in
Thailand. And the U.S. and Indonesian
military forces are working together
for the first time in many years.

The United States stands by the peo-
ple of South and Southeast Asia during
this catastrophe.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN), the dean of
the California delegation.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I give thanks to the chairman
and ranking member for having this
resolution before us this evening. When
we turn on the TV, when we read the
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news and we learn of just the scope of
the magnitude of this disaster, it is
simply staggering. In India and Sri
Lanka and Thailand and Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Maldives, Bangladesh,
Burma, even Kenya and Somalia on the
African coast, the devastation is sim-
ply stunning. And it is important that
the United States show leadership to
the world and to the victims in coming
to grips with this. I really cannot
think of an event in my lifetime that
has been this enormous in terms of loss
of life and long-term implications for
this part of the world. So I am glad
that we are here on this first day of the
109th Congress to show the world that
we stand ready and in solidarity with
those who have lost their lives, those
who have lost members of their family,
and certainly there are those from
other parts of the world visiting South
Asia.

I want, as others have mentioned, to
give great thanks to my constituents
in Silicon Valley first started by Amer-
icans who were from South Asia or
whose families were originally from
South Asia, organizing volunteer ef-
forts; and the response has been dra-
matic and huge from every corner of
Silicon Valley to step forward and to
help with the relief effort. However, as
others have mentioned, our assistance
is going to be needed for some time to
come.

I heard on the radio news this morn-
ing that in some of the towns, 80 per-
cent of the teachers have been lost, 85
percent of all the police officers have
died. The infrastructure of civilization
for many of the towns and localities is
simply gone. So we will look to so
many of our fellow citizens to do vol-
unteer efforts and to donate gener-
ously. They are not disappointing us.
But it is the institution of the United
States Government that is going to
have to be in with a helping hand to
help these parts of the world become
civilized again, to come up from the
muck that the tsunami brought to
them and to take once again their
place in the world. I am pledged to
work with all of my colleagues in the
House towards that end. I am proud
that the Speaker and the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI), our lead-
er, each made this tragedy part of their
opening remarks at the start of the
109th Congress. I thank them for that.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Long before she joined the Congress,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELOSI) was a fighter for all humane
and humanitarian endeavors across the
globe. She expresses the views of all
Democrats on this important humani-
tarian crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished ranking member of
the committee for his kind words and
for his great leadership. And I thank
the gentleman from Illinois, the two of
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them, for bringing this very important
resolution both to the floor. They both
have been champions for humanitarian
causes and human rights throughout
the world. I thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), especially for
his work on the Human Rights Caucus.
And, in fact, the definition of human
rights and our attention to the condi-
tion of mankind extends to the issue
that is before us today.

As the world knows, 9 days ago we
witnessed on television the most de-
structive power of nature, a powerful
earthquake and subsequent tsunami
that took more than 150,000 lives and
seriously injured hundreds of thou-
sands more across Asia. The unspeak-
able devastation the world has wit-
nessed in these areas presents a chal-
lenge not only for the millions of peo-
ple who are struggling to recover and
rebuild but also for all of us who are
called by our faith and our common hu-
manity to help those in need.

Nothing can give back all that has
been lost, but the actions we take
today and in the days ahead help to
keep the epic disaster from becoming
even more far reaching. In a tragedy
such as this one, there is only the
smallest measure of inspiration that
can be taken from the devastation.

But if there is anything hopeful to be
found in the aftermath of the tragedy,
it is that the worst of Mother Nature
has brought out the best in human na-
ture. Americans have donated hundreds
of millions of dollars in private dona-
tions. The coordinated efforts by
USAID, the International Red Cross,
UNICEF, OXFAM and Care and many
others are providing quick and vital re-
sources. Relief workers are struggling
24 hours a day to distribute supplies
and medical care to the injured and
homeless. The United States Govern-
ment has pledged $350 million in emer-
gency assistance for the region. And
when the victims of the disaster in
Asia see our soldiers and ships and hel-
icopters bringing food, supplies, and
medical care, they see the compassion
that is the best of America.

The chairman and ranking member
of the Committee on International Re-
lations and I in my capacity as ranking
member on the Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing and Related Programs
of the Committee on Appropriations,
we have traveled the world to see our
assistance at work, and we know that
when the U.S. military becomes in-
volved in humanitarian assistance,
they are the best. They are well orga-
nized. They get the job done in record
time. We are very proud of them and
all that they do and certainly in the
case of the tsunami.

All of these things are critical, but
much more needs to be done. It is esti-
mated by the United Nations that 1.8
million people will need food aid, 1.8
million people. Roads and bridges will
need to be rebuilt to get that aid to the
people who need it. Millions of people
are homeless and in need of shelter.
The statistics are daunting, but we
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must not lose sight of the power of the
United States to soften nature’s blow.
The statistics are staggering, but we
remember every single individual as a
person who is affected by this. A com-
passionate and generous response from
the United States is essential to save
these individual lives and to stabilize
the entire region.

While there has been a strong initial
response to the crisis, there must be
initiative to assist in the longer-term
reconstruction process. The TUnited
States must take the lead by providing
a multi-year assistance package that
does not come at the expense of other
disaster relief efforts around the world.
I hope that a package of aid and assist-
ance for the victims of last week’s
tsunamis will be the first significant
bipartisan accomplishment of this
109th Congress, and I know under the
leadership of the gentleman from Illi-
nois and the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) and our distinguished
Speaker in his beautiful words today
about the disaster that we have a good
chance that that will be possible.

There is a passage in the Bible that
speaks to the power of the spirit at
times such as this: ‘“The bricks have
fallen down, but we will rebuild with
dressed stone; the fig trees have been
felled, but we will replace them with
cedars.”” As one who kind of likes vic-
tories, I understand the strength of ce-
dars, but we will replace and rebuild.

I kind of think another passage from
the Bible is appropriate here. It is ap-
propriate on many occasions, but I
thought of it the minute I saw the tsu-
nami, and that is in the Old Testament
they tell us that to minister to the
needs of God’s creation is an act of
worship, to ignore those needs is to dis-
honor the God who made us and them.
So we can have an act of worship by
ministering to the needs of these peo-
ple.

I especially want to mention the
country of Indonesia that has been dev-
astated by the crisis. Indonesian health
authorities reported Sunday that the
tsunami may have killed 100,000 people
in the Aceh province alone. This nat-
ural disaster comes after the Indo-
nesian Government has performed mas-
sive military operations and frankly
brutal acts of violence against the ci-
vilian population of Aceh in recent
years.

The international response presents
an opportunity for the government of
Indonesia to form a new partnership, a
fresh start, with the people of Aceh. It
is critical that the Indonesian Govern-
ment continue to open the region to re-
lief organizations, nongovernmental
organizations, and the media. It will
take a long time. It will require a great
deal of help. The scars may never heal
entirely, and the memories of loved
ones lost will linger forever. But with
the help of people of the world, the peo-
ple of the affected countries will re-
cover and rebuild.

Already we see people who were
strangers to each other before the dis-
aster standing together, some of them
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right in this very room, and today with
this resolution and with the actions
that will be necessary in the coming
days to give substance to our words, we
say to them the people of the United
States stand with them. We can say
that with great assurance because of
the leadership of the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) and those
kind words, again, of the Speaker this
morning.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the leader for her powerful and elo-
quent statement.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA), a distinguished mem-
ber of the Committee on International
Relations and ranking member of the
Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from California
for yielding me this time and also ex-
tend my appreciation to the chairman
of our committee for the support and
cosponsorship of this important resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, this certainly has been
a tragic crisis in Southeast Asia, and I
do not know if my colleagues know
that I am probably one of the few Mem-
bers who has ever personally experi-
enced what it means to go through a
tidal wave and so sad to hear from the
media reports and learning in some
parts of this region when the reefs and
the beaches are sucked into the ocean
and the water recedes some 300 yards
from the reefs and the children and
people not knowing the nature, that
this is how a tidal wave comes about.
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And then, the children playing and
the fish flopping all over the place
thinking this is a blessing from God,
and then knowing that they should be
running in the opposite direction when
the tidal wave hits. This is really a sad
situation.

Mr. Speaker, what I really wanted to
address and share with my colleagues
is a certain criticism that has been
brought not only to the world commu-
nity, but to our Nation, suggesting
that our country has been stingy in
giving assistance to those who are in
need. Nothing could be further from
the truth.

Mr. Speaker, in the Wall Street Jour-
nal article on 31 January, and accord-
ing to a USAID report, in the year 2000,
our country donated over $56 billion in
international assistance. Eighteen per-
cent of that alone came from the gov-
ernment. $33.6 billion, or 60 percent,
came from private donors, $3 billion
from corporations, $3.4 billion from re-
ligious organizations, $18 billion from
individual donations alone, not even
counting foundations and from public
organizations and universities.

I suggest that the next time we get
criticisms from others suggesting that
our Nation has not been generous in
giving assistance to those in need real-
ly needs to be corrected. And I am
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very, very glad not only from Sec-
retary Powell, but from President
Bush, that we need to make certain
corrections.

Mr. Speaker, I will insert for the
RECORD the full text of this editorial
commentary in the Wall Street Jour-
nal of 31 January. I urge my colleagues
to support this resolution.

[From the Wall Street Journal, Jan. 3, 2005]
FAR FROM STINGY

Across the world, the reaction to Asia’s
tsunami is bringing out the best in human
nature. Fund-raising appeals, disaster-relief
teams, military assets—all are being mar-
shaled for the victims of this tragedy.

Which makes it all the more outrageous
that a top United Nations official chose this
week to accuse the U.S. and other Western
nations of being stingy with assistance to
poorer nations. ‘“We were more generous
when we were less rich,” Undersecretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan
Egeland lectured on Monday. ‘‘And it is be-
yond me why we are so stingy, really.”

Now, complaints about U.S. miserliness
are more routine than the earthquakes and
floods that strike the globe. A favorite
“fact” of international critics is that while
the U.S. government nearly always ranks
first in absolute amounts of foreign aid, it
tends to fall last among industrial countries
in aid as a percentage of gross national prod-
uct. The one-tenth of one percent that Wash-
ington devoted to foreign assistance, they
say, is nothing compared with what the U.S.
could afford.

The problem is that, as with so many ques-
tions of accounting (say, Oil for Food), the
U.N. and other international bodies rely on
unreliable ledgers. Groups like the Develop-
ment Assistance Committee (part of the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and
Development) tend to look only at ‘‘official”’
government aid. What this misses is that
Americans have never trusted government
institutions to dole out assistance. Instead,
we open our wallets for private groups that
are better at targeting money where it’s
needed, tracking projects, cutting waste—
and getting results.

When it comes to this sort of giving, no-
body beats Americans. According to a 2003
report from the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, U.S. international as-
sistance to developing countries in 2000 was
$56 billion. Yet just 18% of that was ‘‘offi-
cial” government assistance. Some $33.6 bil-
lion—or 60%—came from the private sector.
Corporations shelled out nearly $3 billion.
Religious groups weighed in with $3.4 billion.
Individuals provided $18 billion. To say noth-
ing of funds from foundations, private and
voluntary organizations, or universities.

Cynics mark this generosity down to a
U.S. tax code that encourages giving. Yet
most research shows that Americans view
donations as a duty. Philanthropy magazine
reports a study showing the average U.S.
contribution outweighs the average German
or French one seven- or eight-fold. This
sense of responsibility is often motivated by
faith; some 60% of American donations go to
religious groups or causes.

None of this sits well with the U.N., whose
own budget relies on state dollars. A chas-
tened Mr. Egeland was forced later this week
to claim he’d been misinterpreted and to ac-
knowledge U.S. generosity. But behind this
apology is the U.N.’s longstanding belief that
what’s really needed is for the U.S. and oth-
ers to raise taxes to pay for more public for-
eign aid.

That approach reigns in Western Europe
and explains what’s wrong with so much of
current foreign aid. Europeans have come to
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view private donations as a failure of the
state and expect their governments to col-
lect billions in taxes to shuffle along to slow-
moving and unaccountable international bu-
reaucracies. The result is a lose-lose situa-
tion. Giving countries see their own econo-
mies depressed by higher taxes and receiving
countries find the aid too often enabling
strongmen or perpetuating poor policies.

A far better approach, at least in the pub-
lic sphere, are initiatives such as President
Bush’s Millennium Challenge Account. By
tying long-term assistance to improvements
in specific economic and political goals—
such as cracking down on corruption or es-
tablishing rules of law—foreign aid brings
about real reform. This approach drives U.N.
bureaucrats nuts, a sure sign it’s on the
right track.

Today’s priority in Asia is imme